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Board of Directors 
President: 

Doug Reed 
V.P. Vocations: 

Melia Reed 
Jack and Kathy Ward 

V.P. Membership: 
Bob and Arlane 
Sponaugle 

V.P. Programs: 
Diddy Muck 

V.P. Communications: 
Mary Lou Purello 

Treasurer: 
Charlie Garland 

Secretary: 
Sandi Kidd 

Chaplain: 
Msgr. Chester Borski 

Trustees: 
1st year:  Donna Rueby 
1st year: Sandie Taylor 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass 

Humble, TX  
6:30 Social,  7:00 Dinner 

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.”  Pope Francis

January Meeting

Our guest speaker for the January meeting was the 
President of  the Society of  St. Vincent de Paul, Bob 
Riley.   Bob, graciously, thanked two women, his wife, 
Carol, and the past president of  the Society of  
Vincent de Paul, Fran McConnell.  Fran was 
instrumental in encouraging Bob to be a part of  SVdP.    

Bob, born in Brooklyn, N.Y. and a graduate of  
Fordham University, gave us a brief  history of  the Society.  Frédéric Ozanam, 
born in Lyon, France, attended the University of  Paris. He organized a 
meeting of  students, and was challenged regarding the good that Catholics did to 
help the poor. Frédéric, and some of  his friends, decided, the challenge was 
correct and this mission was lacking in the church. They then found the 
"Conference of  Charity" to assist the poor on April 23, 1833. The members of  
the group changed their name to The Society of  St. Vincent de Paul in honor of  
their patron.  In 1845, the Society was formed in the USA and in 1871, the 
Archdiocese of  Galveston Houston, hosted the first conference for this diocese.   

Fran McConnell was instrumental in establishing this society 11 years ago at St. 
Martha. Currently there are 26 active members 27 associate members, and 3 
contributing members.  The St. Vincent de Paul Society, St. Martha’s Conference, 
is an organization to help those in need by using person-to-person involvement by 
its members through home visits.  They strive to see Jesus Christ in each person 
that they help.  

The Society works closely with other area ministries to bring help to any family in 
need. Last year they helped 1,035 families – 3,400 people! 

If  you want additional information, call their voice mail number at 281-358-6636. 
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JANUARY MEETING

Melia Reed, led 
the meeting.

Newly ordained, 
Deacon Gary 

Yepsen, led us in 
prayer.

Diddy Muck, introduced Bob Riley , 
our guest speaker

Sisters from the Daughters of Divine Love were 
welcomed at our January meeting.  

At the February meeting, Sister Mary Thecla will 
be our guest speaker.   
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Please pray for the repose of the souls of:
Harold Louis Yepsen, father of Gary 
Yepsen, who died December 28
Tom Mohr, father of Lynn Lucas who died January 
22

Thank you 
John Ehlig, 
for 
coordinating 
this effort.   
John is 
pictured with 
Dee Anna 
Garland 

Deacon Michael Applegate
Sister Merillac and Sister Nobling at 
11am Mass at St Martha’s on New 
Year's Day

RELICS of the Church

Were you one of the many, many who 
were fortunate to see the over 100 relics 
at St. Martha’s on December 6th?   
Father Carlos Martins of the Companions 
of the Cross, with his very special 
ministry taught us about these holy 
objects.  Everyone was able to go up and 
pray and touch any of the relics.  What 
an awesome experience!  Crowds stayed 

until after 10 p.m.  Hopefully we will be able to invite them to 
come back.
Learn more of this ministry at:
 http://www.treasuresofthechurch.com.

Noteworthy

BOOKS 
Did you know we have books for you to 
borrow?   At each meeting there is  a basket 
with interesting books to read.   
Also:  Be sure to pick up a FREE copy of  
Resisting Happiness, by Matthew 
Kelly at our next meeting.   
Thank you Doug.

http://www.treasuresofthechurch.com
http://www.treasuresofthechurch.com
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Our son, Michael Applegate, on Saturday, June 3, 2017, 
Lord willing, will be ordained to the Priesthood.  Michael 
begins his last semester at St. Mary’s Seminary as a 
Transitional Deacon and ends his 9-year journey of  
seminary life in formation and study to become a priest for 
the Archdiocese of  Galveston Houston.  We were asked to 
share with you some questions about Michael and what it’s 
like being a parent of  a future priest. 

Q:  Tell us about Michael’s family life?   
Michael is our third son in a family of  four boys.  As 
parents of  four boys, we knew we had the responsibility to 
raise them in the faith.  Part of  that responsibility was to 
help them discover God’s purpose in their lives.  This 
purpose, we knew, could only be found thru prayer and a 
close relationship with the Lord.  We wanted to raise four 
independent Christian young men. Therefore, family 
prayer was very important to us.  We also believed in the 
importance of  sharing evening meal together, as well as 
attending Mass together as a family.  We prayed at the 
kitchen table before meals and most especially before we 
retired for the night.  During our night time prayer, we each 
rotated the lead for the family prayer and encouraged each 
to use their own words of  prayer and praise.  Taking turns 
was a delight, to Phil & I, as it gave us a glimpse into each 
other’s hearts that have made lasting memories.  We were 
involved in various ministries at the church and as a result 
the boys found several areas that they wanted to serve too. 
Our boys, as you might expect, were involved in lots of  
activities throughout their childhood. Sometimes life was 
very hectic around the Applegate household with four 
active boys. 

Q:  Tell us about the personality of  your son 
Michael – what kind of  young boy and then teen 
was he? 

Michael was a content and reserved young boy.  We noticed 
early on that he was always happy in most situations 
whether he was with his brothers/friends or by himself.  He 
was a great helper, compassionate, loving, a rules follower 
and a good student.  He never liked to be the center of  
attention.   We believed that he was shy, but in fact he was 
just quiet in relation to his outgoing brothers.  It’s difficult 
to remember anything that Michael gets upset about.  He 
was and still is very laid back. 

As a teen, he was fascinated with science and thought he 
might want to be a doctor and specialize in pediatrics.  He 
was in band in Middle School and High School and played 
the Baritone and the Tuba.  He was involved in the church 
youth group and attended many retreats. 

Q:  When did he begin to discern?   

Michael’s discernment began while he was in high school.  
In particular, it came to him a day after a St Martha youth 
group retreat and then a couple of  days later while he was 
in prayer in the Adoration Chapel at the Woodland Hills 
Campus his Junior year. His older brother Josh also 
discerned a vocation, so considering a vocation to the 
priesthood wasn’t a foreign concept to Michael. 

Q:  How did you feel when he told you his decision?   

Michael’s decision was so subtle, we did not know that he 
was discerning until he nonchalantly came to us and 
expressed his desire to enter the Seminary in the spring his 
Senior year of  high school.  We of  course were overcome 
with joy, shocked and excited at the same time.  We have 
fully supported Michael since that day and we have not 
stopped praying for Michael and his discernment to be a 
diocesan priest.  

Q:  Did you before then, suspect he had a calling?   

No, but looking back we truly see that Michael has several 
attributes that are perfect for the priesthood.   

Q:  How about now, what are your feelings?  

At first thought, of  course pure joy and then a quiet panic 
that his ordination is only 5 months away and we have a lot 
of  work to prepare for his special day!!  We know that 
Michael is very happy.   His quiet & subtle ways, are 
noticed by us and they make us smile.  Most of  all we are 
grateful that God has called him on this journey and like 
the Blessed Mother’s “yes” to Angel Gabriel, that Michael 
had the courage to say “yes” to God’s call.  How blessed we 
are to be able to say that all of  our boys have grown up to 
be independent Christian young men. 

Q:  What are the pros and cons? 

Pros: Having a priest in the family to share the sacraments 
together; we can’t wait to have our 1st home Mass!  His 
journey in the Seminary has challenged us to know and 
more deeply love our Catholic faith.  An increase in our 
prayer life.  Opportunities to meet and pray for priests, 
sisters, seminarians, and others called to religious life.  
Opportunities to share with our family and friends about 
Michael’s journey.    

Cons:  We try not to focus on the cons, but one might be, 
the overwhelming amount of  responsibility a priest 
encounters in daily work.  Michael knows what he’s getting 
himself  into and like him, we are confident that God will 
equip his vocational call to the priesthood.   

*Phil & Diane want to personally thank the Northeast 
Serra Club for their continual prayers, support, and 
encouragement you given them and Michael during these 
formational years. You are all a blessing to us and to so 
many and we are grateful and encouraged by your love!! 

Being Parents of a Future Priest
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Fellow Serrans, 

I am sorry that I am unable to attend our first meeting for 2017.  We ended 2016 with such a 
wonderful evening at Jack and Kathy Ward’s house for a blessed evening sharing an intimate mass, 
followed by fellowship and fun.  It also was so special with our re-commitment ceremony, thank you 
all for your continued support. 

I hope all of  you had a wonderful Christmas season and New Year.  I envision 2017 being a holy 
and rewarding year for us as Serrans.  My hope and expectation is to grow our presence in our 
beautiful parishes within our geographical area by expanding our walk of  daily mass visitation, 
adoration for vocations, and general support of  what the pastor (s) needs.  I would like to share a 
couple of  powerful thoughts from the Serra Magazine from November. 

Serrans are do-ers. Sitting on the sidelines, not getting involved, or continually patting yourself  on 
the back for past involvement is not enough.  The challenges of  the Church remain today and your 
involvement is needed. So, our recipe for a healthy club includes the Serran Litany. 

The Serran Litany:  We’re Catholic leaders.  We’re committed to our Mission. We’re focused on 
Vocations.  We’re do-ers.  We rise to the challenge.  We’re called:  It’s our vocation.  

There is a little story about four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody. 

There as an important job to be done and Everybody was sure that Somebody would do it.  
Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it.  Somebody got angry about that because it was 
Everybody’s job.  Everybody thought that Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that 
Everybody wouldn’t do it.  It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what 
Anybody could have done. 

All of  us – that is, Everybody has work to do to create a culture of  vocations but many of  us think 
that someone else, Somebody, will do something about the shortage of  vocations to priesthood and 
religious life in the church.  Get involved and pray, pray, pray.  We should take solace in the fact that 
Christ is always with us and remember God always knows what we are doing and our good efforts 
will always be rewarded either in this life or, preferably the next. (Mt 6:4) 

Thank you all for your generous support and efforts! 

Blessings 

Doug 

A WORD FROM PRESIDENT DOUG REED
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All Catholics concerned about vocations are 
invited to attend this vocation expo on March 1, at 
St. Mary’s Seminary, 9845 Memorial Drive, 
starting with Mass at 8:30 a.m. and ending at 2:45 
p.m..  The expo includes Mass, presentations, 
break out sessions and exhibits.   The cost is 
$5.00 and includes lunch.

This AMAZING card was created by 
Donna Rueby and sent to the Seminarians 
with our spiritual bouquet and Amazon 
gift cards.  How generous Serrans are - 
1800 intentions were pledged!

HELP WANTED

• Adoration and  Benediction is looking for someone to either recite the Rosary or lead the Litany of prayer
• Serra is looking for couples to serve as contact people to work with the other parishes that we serve.  Can 

you help with:
• St. Mary
• St. Phillip
• St. Leo the Great
• St. John of the Cross
• St. Dominic

• Diocese Vocation Expo at St. Mary’s Seminary.  We are co-hosting.
Contact Melia Reed, meliareed5303@gmail.com, or Doug Reed, dougrdo@gmail.com.

mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS 

Every Thursday, Adoration and Benediction at St.Philip the Apostle in Huffman after the 8:30 Mass. 
Friday, February 10-Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament, 9:00 a.m., following the 8:30 a.m. Mass 
at St. Martha 
Sunday, February 12, 11:00 a.m. Mass at the Co-cathedral with Cardinal DiNardo presiding. All are invited to 
join in this liturgy to pray for all those who have made commitments in the consecrated life, and to thank them. The 
vowed religious will be invited to publicly renew their commitment during the liturgy.   
Tuesday, February 14, -Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament, 7:30 p.m., following 
the 7:00 p.m. Mass at St. Martha 
Wednesday, February 15, 8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Philip the Apostle, 2308 3rd Street, Huffman (need a ride or want 
to carpool?  Contact Diddy Muck, muck@kingwoodcable.net or (281) 615-2015 
Monday, February 27, monthly meeting at Italiano’s -6:30 pm, social time.  Sister Mary Thecla of  the Daughters 
of  Divine Love will relate her vocation story 
Sunday, February 26, Seminarian David Michael Moses Vocation AwarenessConcert, 7:30 p.m. at the 
St. Martha Woodland Hills campus 
Saturday, March 11, Diocese Vocation Expo at St. Mary’s Seminary.   Can you help? 

For more information about the 
Serra Club northeast of 
Houston, please contact, 
President, Doug Reed, 
dougrdo@gmail.com.
To update your information or 
to share pictures and other 
Serra information, please 
contact Newsletter Editor, Mary 
Lou Purello, marylou0038@icloud.com.

February Birthdays

February 1 -Melia Reed
February 2 -Deacon Al O’Brien, St. Martha 
February 10 Gelly Estess
February 10 Marybeth Philipp
February 12 Fr. Linh Nguyen, St. John of the Cross
February 19 Doug Reed
February 26 Msg. Chester Boski, St. Martha
February 26 Julieta Patricio

Deacon James Meshell, St. Mary Magdalene, 
February 6, 1999
Deacon Ed Kleinguetl, St. Martha, February 7, 2007
Deacon Guy Puglia, St. Martha, February 11, 2011
Deacon Al O’Brien, St. Martha, February 25, 1984

Happy Anniversary

mailto:dougrdo@gmail.com
mailto:muck@kingwoodcable.net
mailto:muck@kingwoodcable.net
mailto:dougrdo@gmail.com

